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Vav Washington D.C. Trip - An Amazing Opportunity!

After learning about the Shoah (Holocaust), you might think
you know and understand all of the atrocities and social
injustices that took place leading up to and during the
Shoah. However, it was a visit to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in January that put it into
perspective for the twenty-one Vav students who traveled to
Washington D.C. with parent chaperones; Sheila Derechin,
Sonia Galinson, Jennifer Gray, Debi Lehman and Dana
Mirviss, faculty and administration; Mary Baumgarten,
Nechamit Yaari and Terry Kleinbaum. The students
experienced a wide range of emotions as they viewed the
artifacts, photographs and listened attentively to first-hand
accounts of what happened.

In addition to the Holocaust Museum, the group visited the
Capitol and a host of historical monuments and sites with a
private tour guide while deepening their connections with
one another and to Judaism.

We were so grateful for this amazing opportunity given to
the Vav class through a grant from an anonymous donor in
honor of Mary Baumgarten.

Tu Bishvat Seder in Bet
written by Bet students:
Grant Cohen, Michael and Shayna Korsh

Bet had a great Tu Bishvat seder! At the beginning of the
seder, we each received a plate of special foods that grow
on trees. First, we ate food with an outer shell or a peeling
such as nuts or bananas. Then, we said the blessings over
the fruit and white grape juice to represent the cold winter.
After that, we ate a food that contains pits or seeds inside
such as apples, olives, peaches, pears and dates. Next, we
said a blessing over the red grape juice to represent the
warmth of the new season. We learned that Tu Bishvat in
Biblical times was a season for taxes on fruit. In addition, we
planted herbs which we hope will grow so we can use them
for our Passover home sedarim. We learned a lot about Tu
Bishvat and why we celebrate this holiday. We sang songs
and had lots of fun.

Gimel Classes Counting in Hebrew

Numbers took on a whole new meaning in Gimel as the
students learned Hebrew numbers from zero to 1,000,000
and beyond. The children played games, sang songs and
other fun activities to practice learning how to say humbers
and count in Hebrew. Students also proudly recited their
bar/bat mitzvah dates in Hebrew.
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